AUGUST 1711              journal to Stella

his company on purpose to make me easy. It is very
obliging, and will cost me thanks. Much company is
come to town this evening, to see to-morrow's race. I was
tired with riding a trotting mettlesome horse a dozen
miles, having not been on horse-back this twelve-month.
And Miss Forester did not make it easier; she is a silly
true maid of honour, and I did not like her, although she
be a toast, and was dressed like a man.36
11.   I will send this letter to-day. I expect the secretary
by noon.  I will not go to the race, unless I can get room
in some coach.  It is now morning.  I must rise, and fold
up  and  seal  my letter.    Farewel,  and  God  preserve
dearest MD.
I believe I shall leave this town on Monday.
LETTER XXVIII
[SATURDAY]                             Windsor, Aug. ir, 1711.
I SENT away my twenty-seventh this morning in an
express to London, and directed to Mr. Reading: this
shall go to your lodgings, where I reckon you will be
returned before it reaches you. I intended to go to the
race to-day, but was hindered by a visit, I believe I told
you so in my last. I dined to-day at the green-cloth, where
every body had been at the race but myself, and we were
twenty in all; and very noisy company: but I made the
vice-chamberlain and two friends more sit at a side-table,
to be a little quiet. At six I went to see the secretary, who
is returned; but lord keeper sent to desire I would sup
with him, where I stayed till just now; lord treasurer and
secretary were to come to us, but both failed. 'Tis late, &c.
12.   I was this morning to visit lord keeper, who made
me reproaches that I had never visited him at Windsor.
36 Riding habits for women, following masculine models, were coming
into fashion. Budgell's Spectator paper, No. 331, 20 Mar. 1712, remarks
on the growing habit of ladies taking 'the air on horseback* in 'hats and
feathers, coats and periwigs'. See also Nos. 104, 435, and 485.
330